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Introduction

The purpose of these short research projects is to help users identify occupation interests and viable career paths, not to direct them to job openings at specific organizations. However, by helping them find a suitable career focus, the activities will ultimately make users’ job searches far more effective. 

The activities can be used together, as each one deals with a distinct stage of the career research process. The Completing Career Matchmaker and Using Career Selector research projects help users find occupations that match their interests. At this stage, they will also do some basic occupation research to ensure that their potential career choices are realistic, particularly in terms of the level of education required.

The next activity, Exploring A Career Option, involves more research into a particular career choice and the informational career interviews. Once users have identified a particular occupation choice, they can plan any necessary post-secondary education or training using the final two research projects: Planning Education And Training and Learning About Programs Offered At A Local College.

Research Project Goals
Completing a Career Interest Inventory
Narrow your career search by finding occupations that match your interests.

Selecting a Career(s)
Use factors like earnings, working conditions, education, and other considerations to find suitable occupation choices.

Exploring A Career Option

Research a particular occupation in more depth, view multimedia interviews with real people, and learn about education or training requirements.

Planning Education And Training

If an occupation that interests you requires post-secondary education or training, use the education and training information to find out about programs and schools in your area.


The purpose of this project is to help you focus your career search by finding occupations that match your interests, not to find actual job openings at specific companies.

1. Create a folder called Career_Portfolio in MyDocuments to save all files there.
2. Complete the Interest Profiler on TexasCareerCheck.com.

3.  Save the results to a PDF file in Career_Portfolio in MyDocuments.
4. Now you can browse through your list of career suggestions (the careers are ranked according to how well they suit your identified interests). In each career profile, you will see:

· How the career suits your interests 

· A summary of key information about the occupation

· A description of the tasks people do on the job

· Working conditions 

· Earnings

· Education and training requirements

· A sample career path

· Links to career-related websites and other useful resources

· Interviews with people in the occupation

5.  After browsing through the careers on your suggestion list, filter your Career results as follows:


A.  Associate’s Degree, select two careers and save each one as a PDF to the 

Caree_Portfolio and complete the information in Careers 1 & 2;

B.  Bachelor’s Degree, select two careers and save each one as a PDF to the

Caree_Portfolio and complete the information in Career 3 & 4;

C.  **Master’s and/or Doctoral Degree (optional) only if you wish to pursue that level of 


education.  Save each one as a PDF to the Caree_Portfolio and complete the information 


in Career 5.
6. For each filtering level above, select two Careers that you are seriously interested in pursuing. Be realistic; don’t choose ones that clearly require more education or training than you have or think you might get in the future. For each career option, write down three reasons you like it (for example, high potential earnings, comfortable working conditions, enjoy key job tasks or central aspects).
Career 1: 


Why I Like this Career Choice:
1. 












2. 












3. 












Career 2: 


Why I Like this Career Choice:

1. 













2. 













3. 












Career 3: 


Why I Like this Career Choice:

1. 













2. 













3. 












Career 4: 


Why I Like this Career Choice:

1. 













2. 













3. 












Career 5: 


Why I Like this Career Choice:

1. 













2. 













3. 













The purpose of this project is to help you focus your career search by finding occupations that match your interests and work goals.

1. From the list of 4 or 5 Careers above, narrow your choice to the top two and complete the following information:

Career 1: 


1. Avg. Annual Wage:   










2. Employment Rate:










3. Education Level:










4. Top 2 Knowledge Areas: 









5.  Top 2 Skills Areas:










6.  Top 2 Abilities Areas:











Career 2: 


1. Avg. Annual Wage:   











2. Employment Rate:











3. Education Level:










4. Top 2 Knowledge Areas: 









5.  Top 2 Skills Areas:










6.  Top 2 Abilities Areas:











This research project is designed to help you explore an occupation that interests you in more depth. Once you have found a career that interests you, click on it.


Career:


1. Read the Job Description section. Write down three of the main tasks that people in this career perform.

2. Read the Working Conditions, Earnings, and Sample Career Path sections. How does what you learned compare with your expectations? For example, are the working conditions or earnings different from what you expected?
3. Click the Education button and read through that section. In your own words, explain the education and/or training you need to get into this career.

4. Click on the Video link and watch the video.  Use headphones so as to not disturb your neighbors.  In 2-3 sentences, write down what you learned:

6. Now that you have learned more about this career, are you still interested in going into it yourself? Why or why not?



This research project is designed to help you find appropriate education and training programs. 
1.  Go to TexasCareerCheck.com.
2. On the Main page, click on Explore Education. Select Advanced Search.
3.  Select the degree level, school type, award type, and a State (optional).  Click on Search.
4.  You may also search by Programs of Study.
Write down the name of the program you chose.


Program:

5. Read through the list of schools and find one that you might be interested in attending. Click on the school’s name.


6. Complete the information below. If any of the information is not available for this school, write N/A.
School Name: 




                  






Location: 




                 






Website: 




                  





Admissions Contact Information: 

               





Application Fee & Deadline: 




                  



Application Requirements: 




                  



Tuition (Out of State if outside of Texas): 




                  


Room & Board (Out of State if outside of Texas): 






Total Cost (Out of State if outside of Texas): 




                  
            
Total Undergrad Enrollment: 




                  




Other Info: 




                  





I selected this school because: 




                  



Additional Research
7. Find the school’s website address and go to the link. 
8. On the school’s website, try to find information about the major/program you recorded in step # 9. The name of the program may differ slightly from what you wrote down. (Hint: Look for “admissions,” “academic programs,” “courses offered,” or “course catalog.” You can also use the school’s search function or browse through different departments.)
Write down any useful information you find (for example, program admission requirements, application deadlines, degrees offered).


10. What other information will you need before deciding to take this program? How will you find this information?
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Completing Career Interest Inventory 














1





ACTIVITY





Page 1 of 2





Selecting a Career 
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Exploring A Career Option
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Planning Education & Training














4





ACTIVITY





Page 1 of 2





Planning Education & Training
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